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Honorable Arthur Ravenel, Jr.
Member, House of Representatives
640 Federal Building
Charleston, South Carolina 29403

Dear Congressman Ravenel:

This is in reply to your letter of February 4, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Kenneth H. Hanjes, regarding the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992).
This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing
the private land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below
512 MHz.

Your constituent is specifically concerned about: the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituent's concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituent's
letter will be included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final
rules to be issued in 1994.

SincerelC'-~~~,~~
C~'\

Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau

Enclosures

cc:

Chief, PRBureau
Chief, LM&MDivison

Docket Files, Room.2 22

P&P Branch File (P~nk)

i /RShiben'/gb/lm:PRDFert g .

CNTL NO - 9301009

- ._~----------



/,
. Congressional

~,-~~PLEASE MAKE 2 EXTRA COPIES OF INCOMING, ATTACHMENTS,
AND REPLY FOR DOCKET FILE, ROOM 222.

CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING SYSTEM
03/03/93

LETTER REPORT

CONTROL NO. DATE RECEIVED DATE OF CORRESP DATE DUE DATE DUE OLA(857)
---------- ------------- ---------------- -------- ---------------

9301009 03/03/93 03/02/93 03/23/93

TITLE MEMBERS NAME
----------- ---------------------------

REPLY FOR SIG OF

Congressman Arthur Ravenel BC

CONSTITUENT'S NAME SUBJECT

Kenneth H Hanjes
------------------------------

inq. comments on PR Docket 92-235

REF TO

FOB

DATE

REF TO

-~-~- «-1:'

DATE

REF TO

DATE

REF TO

DATE

03/03/ 93 :3 - '3 -'12>

REMARKS: Respond to the Charleston, SC office.



J ..
II

ARTHUR RAVENEL, JR.
, iT O'ITRIC.,., Sour... CAROUNA .

'COMMITTEE ON
A/WiD SillVICES

.SU'IC.Q"""I"T'!t'''

MI~'T"'~YIl'lBTALLA"'O/';$
AND FACI,ITlfS

MILITARy ~EASONNEL

AND COM~ENSA flON

COMMITTEE ON
MERCHANT M"''''NE

AND FISHEAIES

.~onllrt.Ss of the Bnlted ~tatta
\\OUSt of R£l1fUtntatiUta

Washington, Bft 20115-iOOJ

February 4, 1993

WAGHI~GTON OFFICE:

!lOOM lIoe
C..H~O~ 8 ~1~OI.H~

'2Q2-2Z5-3'78

~.o· lo~ '138
BEAUFOIlT, SC 2..02­

103-124~2 , tl8

~.O.lo~ 110
EsTILL, SC 2U'8
I03-e2&.3177

Mr. Carl E. Pyron
Reqional Director
Federal communications Commi••ion
3575 Xoqer Boulevard
Koqer conter-Gwinnett
Duluth, Georg!a 30136-4958

REl Kenneth H. Hanjes
Po.t Office Box 161
Folly Beach, SC 2943g

Dear Mr. Pyron,

I am enclo8inq a oopy of self-explanatory correspondence I
have reoeived fro~ the above named reqardinq hi8 concern with the
propo8ed rules that are under consideration to greatly reduoe the
usability of frequencies currently aS8igned for model use. Mr.
Hanjes feels this reduction would increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controllinq model airplanes.

I would a reciatefom tS~~~~

any quest ans or need further
LeSlanc at (803) 727-4175.

hi8 concerns and
~Lii .;S~i!:!~~"·'"~···<·~=~'~iYouhave

ease call Raqina

r want to thank you in advance tor your assistance.

Arthur

AR/rl
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kenneth :H; ~an1i~

~.O: Box 1'61
ro!ty Beach. sc 2943~

Febru~ry 2. 1993

The Honorable Arthur Ravenel
U.S. Hou~e of Rep~.

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Ravenel,

I work as ~ contractor and in my spare time. r work with children
tor the advancement of modal aviation in oonstructing and operation
radio controlled modele. Hany of our pi16ts. astronauts.
aeronautioal engineers. etc. have got.ten their introductton by
buildinq and flying model airplanes, 50 al!l you see the radio
frequencies are very important to us.

I am very conoerned about proposed rules that are currently under
con~iderat1on by the Federal Communications Commission (FCCI. The
proceeding is I?R Docket 92-235. If adopted,. the" ne\<l rules Hill
greatly reduce the u~~bl1ity or frequencies currently as~1gned for
model use and increase the risk ot accidents and attendant
liability tor controlling model airplanes,

Q u r r a d 10 con t. r 0 1 t r e que nc i es are i nth e 7"2 - 76 HHz b do n<L '1' h 1 oS

band is primarily used for private land mObile dispatch operations.
However. our radio control trequencies in the band are far enough
apart trom the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

No\-! the fCC v~nts to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandWidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a re5ult, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. 1 am told that or the 50 frequencies th~t are'
presently available for radio control ot model airplanes, only 19
trequencie~ will be left it thes~ new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control. we go to great
lengths to assure the satety of the operators and bystanders ~nd

the protection of property. many ot our safety precautions involve
the careful coordination and use of the radio control trequencies.
If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by
the FCC. the rema.ining frequencies \/ill be(;Om~ conqest.ed and the
margin ot s~fety will be greatly d~creased.

Our club has 85 members, adult and adolescent. Please und~rstand

that many model airplanes have Wing spans up to 10 teet and weigh
d5 much as J0 or 40 pounds. The models them~~lves are expensive
to bUild, as I have nbout 56,000.00 invested in models: but more
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t~ the point, they are oapable of causing property damage. serious
injury. or even death if radio interterence caused th~ operator to
lose conerol of th~ orate. We oft~n fly our models at orqanl:ed
events and c:ontestlS \'lhere' hundreds of operators participate And
spectators w~toh. We need the use ot our tull complement ot radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe tlyin9 env1ron~ent.

r do not th1nk it is ~11se of the lee to seek to 1ml'rove the
operation cond1tions of land mobile radio users at the 'expense of
radio control modelers. The FCe may not think we are as important
as busines5 users ot radios, but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. 'The hobby provides many
hoUrs of enjoyment to thousand of people like myself and ch11dren.
Which con~ributes to the advancement and development of the
commercial aVi~tion industry.

Please help me continue the sate enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing th~ FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
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February 5, 1993

WASHINGTON o'~lce:

. ROOM 6ti,
. CRNIfOIf BUILDI!"Q .

20:1-226-3,.,6

!:lISTRlCT O~Flces:

e.o 'IOIRAL IUILOINQ

C""~LE&!O". $C Z\l403
'03-727.<1'76

U~ HAM,rON STRUT
W...UIRBO.O. Se 2'488

S03-64S·S3i6

A,O. Box tll38
BIRUFORT, se 211802

803-624-2186

1'.0. eo. '11$0
EITlLL, SC 28918­
S03--eZG-3171

Hr. Carl E. Pyron
Regional Direc~or

Federal communications commi8.ion
3575 Koger Boulevard
xoger Center-Gw!nnett
Dulu~, Georgia 30136-4958

RE: Mr. Hiram R. Webster
116 Beverly Drive
Lad.on, Be 29456

Dear Hr. Pyron,

I am enclosing a copy of self-explanatory correspondence I
have received from the above named reqardinq his concern with the
proposed rules that are under consideration to qreatly reduce the
usability ot frequencies currently assigned for model use. Mr.
Webster feels this reduction would inoreas. the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controllinq model airplanes.

I would appreciat. your addressing his concerns and
forwardinq your response to my Charleston office. If you have
any questions or need further information, pleas. call Reqina
LeBlanc at (803) 727-4175.

I want to thank you in advance for your assistance.

With ev.r.Y..J;'~od wish,

AR/rl
enclosures
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